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Ongoing Renewal of the School Curriculum-
Why ?
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The Updated Seven Learning Goals

To be proficient in biliterate and trilingual communication for better study and life;

To acquire and construct a broad and solid knowledge base, and to be able to 
understand contemporary issues that may impact on learners’ daily lives at 
personal, community, national and global levels;

To develop and apply generic skills in an integrative manner, and to become 
independent and self-directed learners for future study and work;

To be an informed and responsible citizen with a sense of national and global 
identity, appreciation of positive values and attitudes as well as Chinese 
culture, and respect for pluralism in society;

To use information and information technology ethically, flexibly, and 
effectively;

To understand one’s own interests, aptitudes and abilities, and to develop and 
reflect upon personal goals with aspirations for further studies and future career; 
and 

To lead a healthy lifestyle with active participation in physical and aesthetic 
activities, and to be able to appreciate sports and the arts.  
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The Updated Seven Learning Goals

2009
to lead a healthy 
lifestyle with active 
participation in 
aesthetic and physical 
activities

2016
to lead a healthy lifestyle 
with active participation in 
physical and aesthetic 
activities, and to be able to 
appreciate sports and the 
arts. 
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Issues and Concerns in AE KLA
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deployment of subject-trained arts teachers 

allocation of school resources such as 
learning time

use of pedagogies

use of resource materials and community 
resources

Should strengthen holistic curriculum planning: 



Rationale for Updating

To incorporate the key emphases for ongoing renewal of 
the school curriculum

6

To address the challenges arising from the needs of 
society and the advancement of technology

Aligning with 
ongoing 

renewal of 
the school 
curriculum



Rationale for Updating

e.g. Implementation of Aesthetic Development in KS4

Timely 
response to 
curriculum 

development
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Plentiful community resources

Parental support of learning in the arts

Positive impact on developing students’ creativity, critical 
thinking, communication and collaboration skills in the arts

Rationale for Updating

Diverse learning opportunities in the arts

Building on 
strengths
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Rationale for Updating

• West Kowloon Cultural District Project, Central Police Station 
Revitalisation Project, PMQ, etc.

• Offer diverse community resources and ample arts learning 
opportunities

Opportunities  
and 

challenges  
arise from 
changes 
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Cultural and arts projects and infrastructure 



Rationale for Updating
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• Call for a need to nurture creative talents

Opportunities  
and 

challenges  
arise from 
changes 

Cultural and Creative industries 



Rationale for Updating
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• Call for a need to understand the emerging massive digital 
information

• Offer novel means for artistic expression
• Provide alternatives for effective learning, e.g. e-learning

Opportunities  
and 

challenges  
arise from 
changes 

Rapid advancement in science and technology



Rationale for Updating
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• Call for a need to reflect on the meaning of participating in arts 
learning activities

Opportunities  
and 

challenges  
arise from 
changes 

Pragmatic atmosphere in society



Highlighting the Importance of the Arts

Interdisciplinary
nature of the 

arts

Learning 
through
the arts
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Learning 
in

the arts



The Importance of Learning the Arts
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Interdisciplinary
nature of the arts

Engage students in:
• appreciating, creating and 

performing 
• a joyful and incomparable way of 

aesthetic enquiry
• self-expression, emotion 

gratification, intellectual pursuit, 
communication with others, and 
exploration of the world from 
multiple perspectives

Thereby help students:
• construct arts knowledge and develop 

arts skills
• enhance communication and 

expression through the arts
• develop aesthetic judgment capability
• nurture taste for living
• develop generic skills, values & 

attitudes
• understand our society, culture and 

history



Major Updates
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Updating the overall aims, the curriculum framework and the four 
Learning Targets;

Strengthening measures for holistic planning and implementation of 
the school-based arts curriculum;

Incorporating Aesthetic Development of Other Learning 
Experiences (OLE) in Key Stage 4 (KS4);

Providing updated approaches and strategies for learning, teaching 
and assessment; and

Infusing Language across the Curriculum, Information Literacy and 
STEM Education into the curriculum framework.
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Curriculum Framework of the AE KLA
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Curriculum Framework of the AE KLA



2002 2016

Arts Education helps students: Arts Education helps students:

 develop creativity and critical thinking, 
nurture aesthetic sensitivity, and build 
up cultural awareness and effective 
communication;

 develop creativity, critical thinking and 
communication skills, as well as  
nurture aesthetic sensitivity and cultural 
awareness;

 develop skills, knowledge and positive 
values and attitudes in the arts;

 develop arts skills, construct 
knowledge and cultivate positive 
values and attitudes;

 gain delight, enjoyment and 
satisfaction through participating in 
arts-making activities; and

 gain delight, enjoyment and satisfaction 
through participating in arts activities; 
and 

 pursue a life-long interest in the arts.  pursue a life-long interest in the arts.

Curriculum Aims of the AE KLA
18



19

Curriculum Framework of the AE KLA



The Four Learning Targets of the AE KLA

2002 2016

Developing Creativity & Imagination

Students should be able to generate ideas through 
imagination and creativity by participating in creative 
or performing arts activities.

Students should be able to generate ideas through 
imagination and creativity by participating in arts 
appraising, creating, and performing activities.

Developing Skills & Processes

Students should be able to use different materials, 
elements and resources to experience and express 
the arts. Exploration and experimentation in the 
creative process should also be treasured in arts 
education.

Students should be able to use different materials, 
elements, arts language and resources to experience 
and express the arts. Exploration and experimentation 
in the creative process should also be treasured in 
arts education.

Cultivating Critical Responses

Students should be able to appraise and respond to 
issues in the arts.

Students should be able to appraise and respond to 
the arts and arts-related issues.

Understanding Arts in Context

Students should be able to understand the cultural 
contexts in which the arts are placed and their 
relationship to people’s lives and societies at large.

Students should be able to understand the arts in 
context and their relationship to people’s lives and 
societies.



 Infusing emphases of the 
ongoing renewal of the 
school curriculum into 
the Framework:

Language across the 
Curriculum, Information Literacy 
and STEM Education

renewed understanding of 
generic skills, and values and 
attitudes
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 Incorporating Aesthetic 
Development of OLE in KS4

Curriculum Framework of the AE KLA



Aesthetic Development  in OLE 
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* The five components of OLE are: Aesthetic Development,  Physical Development, Moral and Civic Education, 
Community Services, and Career-related Experiences

• aims to foster students’ life-long interest in the arts and cultivate positive values and 
attitudes

• provides all senior secondary students with rich and meaningful arts learning 
experiences

• structured arts learning sessions - an important mode of implementation
• a variety of co-curricular activities to engage students in learning the arts in 

authentic contexts

Aesthetic Development is an essential 
component at KS4 within the AE KLA 
curriculum

Aesthetic Development  is one of the 
five components of OLE* 
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Example A:  
Time allocation and 
deployment of human 
resources 

In school A, five teachers 
teach modules of different 
topics/ art forms in S4 
throughout a school year.

Each teacher is responsible 
for one specific module 
lasting for around 4 cycles.

Teachers rotate among 
different classes every 4 
cycles. Each class can 
therefore learn 8-10 modules 
of different topics from S4 to 
S5. Depending on the design 
of the modules, learning time 
can vary to allow more in-
depth learning in the arts. 

Example B: 
Diverse arts learning 
opportunities
In school B, all senior 
secondary students to take part 
in learning modules of various 
art forms such as visual arts, 
music, dance, drama and 
media arts in the afternoon 
sessions.

To consolidate learning, 
students work collaboratively in 
groups to produce and present 
multi-media performances at 
the end of a school year.

Students are also encouraged 
to participate in arts-related 
community activities such as 
giving music and drama 
performances at hospitals and 
organising fund-raising 
exhibitions for the elderly.

Example C: 
An arts programme that builds on 
existing strengths
School C has a tradition of offering 
General Music to senior secondary 
students. To implement Aesthetic 
Development in OLE.

The school broadens student learning 
by providing all senior secondary 
students with a double-period lesson 
of Music or Visual Arts per cycle.

Various arts groups and artists are 
invited to conduct different types of 
arts activities such as instrumental 
master classes, live dance 
performances and talks on film 
appreciation.

Students also visit exhibitions and are 
encouraged to stretch their potential 
through participating in external 
competitions related to the arts.

Aesthetic Development  in OLE 
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Help students develop generic skills in an integrative manner in AE KLA. 

Renewed Understanding of Generic Skills

Remarks: 1Numeracy Skills and 2Study Skills were used respectively in Learning to Learn: 
Life-long Learning and Whole-person Development (2001)

Basic Skills Thinking Skills Personal and 
Social Skills

Communication 
Skills

Critical Thinking 
Skills

Self-management 
Skills

Mathematical 
Skills1 Creativity Self-learning 

Skills2

IT Skills Problem Solving 
Skills

Collaboration 
Skills



Refine or enrich details 
in works of the arts to 
enhance presentation

Developing Generic Skills in the AE KLA

Adopt alternative 
ways of creating the 
arts or presenting 
ideas

Generate a number of ideas
for creating or appraising 
the arts within a short period 
of time

Distinguish and
demonstrate 
subtleness of works of 
the arts when 
appraising or 
performing

Generic Skills 

Present unique 
ideas or adopt a 
novel way in 
creating or 
appraising the arts 
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Please refer to the Consultation Brief for more examples on developing 
students’ generic skills in the AE KLA. 



Creating and performing the arts
 perseverance, 

responsibility, commitment
Appraising works of different artists, 
and cultural and historical contexts
 respect for others, care for others,    

cultural inclusion

Appreciating Chinese painting and 
calligraphy, Chinese music, 
Cantonese opera
 national identity

Selecting life-related themes for 
curriculum design
 perseverance, respect 

diverse cultures

Attending a concert or 
visiting an exhibition
 respect for others

Strengthening
Values Education, e.g.

Nurturing Values and Attitudes in the AE KLA
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Infuse Emphases of the Ongoing Curriculum Renewal into the Framework :
Information Literacy, Language across the Curriculum and STEM Education
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• Students locate, search and ethically use information 

from various sources for development of ideas in 

creating and appraising works of the arts.

• Students refrain from immoral practices such as 

cyber bullying and infringing intellectual property 

rights.

Information Literacy, e.g.



Infuse Emphases of the Ongoing Curriculum Renewal into the Framework :
Information Literacy, Language across the Curriculum and STEM Education
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Talking about the arts helps students: 
• think aloud and foster knowledge construction
• share views and feelings verbally
• transform ideas in verbal expression to the content for 

writing 

 enhancing writing ability

Reading a variety of texts related to the arts
 enhancing knowledge and skills, interest in the 

arts, as well as reading ability

Language across the Curriculum, e.g.



Infuse Emphases of the Ongoing Curriculum Renewal into the Framework :
Information Literacy, Language across the Curriculum and STEM Education
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• Discussing and appraising works  of the arts from 
scientific, technological and mathematical perspectives 
 widening scope of understanding about the arts 

• Applying technology to explore alternative means 
 creating and performing the arts

• Adopting e-learning strategies 
 enhancing the effectiveness of learning and 

teaching in the arts

STEM Education, e.g.



integrative learning 
in the arts

direct 
instruction

Pedagogies 
Employing appropriate approaches and strategies to achieve different 
learning focuses 

experiential 
learning

31

enquiry 
learning

expert 
performance/ 
demonstration drama-in-education (DiE)

project learning



美勞包

Pedagogies

IT hardware & software

printed and digital

textbooks

Adopting various forms of learning and teaching materials

textual, visual and audio

32
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Please refer to the Consultation Brief for Example 1 on using various pedagogies 
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Please refer to the Consultation Brief for Example 2 on using various pedagogies 



to obtain feedback on 
learning and teaching for 
enhancing learning 
effectiveness

to assess students’ 
achievement of learning

Assessment 
for

learning 

Assessment 
as

learning 

Assessment 
of

learning 

Purposes of assessment:

Assessment
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to promote students’ 
monitoring and evaluation 
of their own learning, e.g. 
helping students 
understand learning 
focuses and requirements, 
criteria of assessment



Assessment
Both the process and products should be assessed:

process
e.g. developing ideas; appraising artworks or music pieces; 
solving problems in performing and art making; experimenting 
presentation, media and techniques 

products e.g. artworks, music compositions, stage performances, 
reflection reports 
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tools e.g. observation, performance/ presentation, portfolio, project 
learning, self and peer assessment, etc.



Effective Use of Quality Resources

Community 
resources

e-Resources 
and tools, e.g. 

EDB One-
stop Portal 

TextbooksHuman 
resources

Financial 
resources

School 
environment 

resources
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Holistic Curriculum Planning, Leadership and Management for 
the Implementation of the AE KLA in School
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Holistic Curriculum Planning of the AE KLA
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Holistic 
Curriculum 
Planning

of the AE KLA

Establishment 
of Partnership

Appointment of 
an AE KLA 
curriculum 

leader

Deployment of 
subject-trained 
arts teachers

Time 
allocation

Resources: 
financial, 

community, etc.

Collaboration 
within AE KLA 

and across 
KLAs

School vision, 
mission and 

culture

Capacity 
building



Professional Development Programme
Arts Education
Enhancing Students in the AE KLA Pri
Learning to Learn 2.0: Enhancing Students’ Aesthetic Development 
in OLE

Sec

Film and Local Culture Sec

Appreciation of Musicals Sec
Designing Learning Activities related to the Appreciation of Arts 
Performances

Sec

Enhancing Humanistic Qualities: Chinese Arts and Daily Living Pri & Sec
Drama-in-Education Pri & Sec
Learning to Learn 2.0 and Arts Education Pri & Sec
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Professional Development Programme
Arts Education - Music
Use of Learning Outcomes to Facilitate Learning and Teaching in 
Music 

Pri

Effective Learning and Teaching Strategies in Classroom 
Instrumental Playing

Pri

Basic Pedagogical Knowledge for Primary School Music Teachers Pri

Effective Learning and Teaching: Vocal Ensemble Sec

Arrangement of Chinese Instrumental Music Sec

Effective Learning and Teaching Strategies in Popular Music Pri & Sec

Effective e-Learning Strategies in Music Pri & Sec

Assessment for and as Learning in Music Pri & Sec

Effective Learning and Teaching Strategies in Listening Pri & Sec

Appreciation of Cantonese Opera Masterwork Pri & Sec
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Professional Development Programme
Arts Education - Music
Induction for New Music and Visual Arts Teachers Pri & Sec

Effective Learning and Teaching Strategies in Cantonese Opera Pri & Sec

Effective Learning and Teaching Strategies in Classroom 
Instrumental Playing

Pri & Sec

Catering for Learner Diversity in Music Pri & Sec

Introduction to Chinese Instrumental Music Pri & Sec

Learning to Learn 2.0: Curriculum Leadership and Planning in 
Music

Pri & Sec
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Professional Development Programme
Arts Education – Visual Arts
Enhancing Humanistic Qualities: Chinese Pri

Thematic Unit Designs in Visual Arts Pri

From Practising Art Making to Teaching of Visual Arts – 3-Dimensional
Art Making

Pri

Basic Pedagogical Knowledge for Primary School Visual Arts Teachers Pri

Learning to Learn 2.0: Curriculum Leadership and Planning in Visual 
Arts

Pri

Effective e-Learning Strategies in Visual Arts Pri

Appreciating and Making Artwork with Functions Sec
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Professional Development Programme
Arts Education – Visual Arts
Effective e-Learning Strategies in Visual Arts Sec

Lesson Analysis of Visual Arts in Secondary School Sec

Learning to Learn 2.0: Curriculum Leadership and Planning in 
Visual Arts

Sec

Interpreting the Curriculum and Assessing Student Learning in SS
Visual Arts

Sec

Enhancing Humanistic Qualities: Comparison of Chinese and 
Western Art

Sec

Catering for Learner Diversity in Visual Arts Pri & Sec
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Professional Learning Community (PLC)
Music

PLC in Creating (for Secondary School Teachers)

PLC in Creating (for Primary School Teachers)

PLC in Cantonese Opera (for Primary and Secondary School Teachers)

Visual Arts
PLC for Secondary School Visual Arts

PLC for Primary School Visual Arts

45
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q 1: What is Learning to Learn 2.0?

A 1: Learning to Learn 2.0 is referred as the ongoing curriculum renewal of
the Learning to Learn curriculum reform implemented since 2001 in
response to the local and global contextual changes in economic,
scientific, technological, social and political aspects. With a view to
keeping our school education abreast of the times and maintaining the
global competitiveness of our students, it is necessary for the Hong
Kong school curriculum to embark on the next cycle of updating and
renewal, which aims to deepen and sustain the accomplishments and to
focus on the possible areas for curriculum planning. Ongoing
engagement of stakeholders through multiple channels has been
conducted in setting the direction for the ongoing curriculum renewal.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q 2: What are the main areas of update in the AE KLA Guide?

A 2:    Some main areas of update are put forth to reflect the changing contexts 
and education trends, and to provide suggestions for the development and 
implementation of the AE KLA curriculum for now and in the five to ten 
years to come. 
The main areas include: 
1) updating the overall aims, the curriculum framework and the four 

Learning Targets; 
2) strengthening measures for holistic planning and implementation of the 

school-based arts curriculum; 
3) incorporating Aesthetic Development of OLE in Key Stage (KS) 4; 
4) providing updated approaches and strategies for learning, teaching 

and assessment; and 
5) infusing Language across the Curriculum, Information Literacy and 

STEM Education into the curriculum framework.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q 3: What measures can be taken for individual schools to implement 

their school-based arts education curriculum?

A 3: Schools should adopt holistic curriculum planning under effective 
leadership and management for the implementation of their school-
based arts curriculum. Relevant measures should be employed by 
schools, e.g. 
• appointment of an AE KLA leader,
• deployment of subject-trained arts teachers,
• allocation of sufficient learning time, 
• effective use of resources including financial and human resources,
• collaboration within AE KLA and across KLAs, 
• capacity building and 
• establishment of partnership

to provide quality arts education to students. In addition, it is worth 
noting that pre-packed art material kits which hinder students’ creativity 
and limit their scope of learning and choice of expression should not be 
used. 
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q 4: Which kinds of arts learning experiences should be provided for 
students at the primary or secondary school level?

A 4: A balanced and coherent school-based arts curriculum consisting of 
different art forms, e.g. music, visual arts, drama, media arts and dance, 
should be offered to all students for learning inside and outside the 
classroom from Key Stages 1 to 3. At Key Stage 4, Aesthetic 
Development in the OLE that covers a range of arts learning activities 
should be provided to all students while Music, Visual Arts and arts-
related Applied Learning courses as elective subjects are to be offered 
to students in accordance with their interests and abilities. In addition, 
students should be provided with life-wide learning activities in the arts 
at all levels for maximising their learning opportunities and nurturing 
lifelong interest in the arts.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q 5: How e-Learning can be incorporated into learning of the arts in 

schools?
A 5: e-Learning refers to an open and flexible learning mode involving use of the 

electronic media, including use of digital resources and communication 
tools to achieve the learning objectives.
e-Learning can be adopted as a learning, teaching and assessment tool. 
For instance, it is suggested that teachers:
• guide students to search information online, e.g. artwork from web museums and 

music from the Internet for enriching learning resources and fostering self-directed 
learning;

• guide students to use IT facilities for extending the ways of artistic expression, e.g. 
using software and hardware for making art or composing music, fostering 
students’ creativity; 

• adopt resources from the Internet, as well as make use of digitisation for efficient 
and systematic storage and retrieval of multi-media materials for enhancing 
teaching effectiveness; and

• adopt resources from the Internet, as well as make use of digitisation for efficient 
and systematic storage and retrieval of multi-media materials for enhancing 
teaching effectiveness; and 

• use e-platforms for better communication with students and for peer assessment 
of student work related to the arts.



Creativity
• Improvising body movements to reflect the expressive quality of a music piece.
• Creating sound effects for songs, stories and poems as well as inventing and using 

symbols or graphic notations to record music ideas.
• Creating imaginative artwork with playful themes. 
• Discovering hidden details in works of the arts and generating an original and 

convincing interpretation.
• Incorporating new techniques into creative activities for enhancing the presentation 

and communication of works of the arts.

Critical Thinking Skills
• Analysing, discussing and appraising music of different music genres and styles.
• Drawing logical conclusions based on evidence, e.g. visual elements, content and art 

history when appraising artworks.

Communication Skills
• Using arts-related vocabulary to talk about works of the arts.
• Using verbal and written language to present views about the arts. 
• Using music, visual and/or body language to create and perform works of the arts.

Examples of Developing Generic Skills in the AE KLA



Collaboration Skills
• Playing in an ensemble and listening to each other for achieving balance in a music 

performance.
• Participating in various roles in organising an art exhibition and staging a theatrical 

performance. 

Mathematical Skills
• Using graphic notation or symbols to represent rhythm and pitch in music.
• Applying the concepts of proportion in analysing the structure of a music piece and a 

stage design.
• Using motifs to create music patterns and pattern design.
• Applying the concepts of shape, size and position to perform formal analysis in art 

appreciation.
• Using linear perspective to create 3-dimensional illusion on a 2-dimensional plane for 

art making.

Problem Solving Skills 
• Identifying a design problem or ideas for artistic expression, and exploring how to 

convey messages through artistic means. 
• Identifying technical problems and finding ways to improve performing skills encounter 

during practices, rehearsals or performances for a satisfying expression.

Examples of Developing Generic Skills in the AE KLA



IT Skills
• Using appropriate IT tools for art making as well as notating and creating music.
• Searching and selecting information for appreciation, and developing ideas for 

creating music and art making.

Self-learning Skills
• Searching and collecting music pieces and visual artworks, and categorising them 

according to their genres and styles.
• Researching the background of a music piece to gain a better understanding of it for 

preparing a music performance with persuasive interpretation. 
• Researching themes and ideas, developing images and experimenting media for 

establishing one’s own visual arts portfolio according to personal pace, interest and 
ways of learning.

Self-management Skills
• Setting clear and feasible goals for learning an instrument according to personal pace 

and abilities. 
• Making appropriate choices in managing resources, e.g. time and money for making a 

piece of artwork.

Examples of Developing Generic Skills in the AE KLA



Examples of Developing the Key Emphases for the Ongoing Curriculum Renewal 
in the AE KLA

Language across the Curriculum
• Talking about the arts for helping transfer feelings to verbal expression, then 

transforming the verbal expression to written expression.
• Reading text from different sources to acquire arts knowledge and 

understand different perspectives about the arts.

STEM Education
• Discussing and appraising arts works from the scientific, technological and 

mathematical perspectives for widening students’ scope of understanding 
about the arts.

• Applying technology to explore alternative means for creating and 
performing the arts.

• Adopting e-learning strategies for enhancing the effectiveness of arts 
learning and teaching.

Information Literacy
• Locating, searching and ethically using information from various sources to 

inspire ideas for appreciating and creating the arts. 



Entrepreneurial Spirit
• Initiating novel ideas, expressing different views, putting ideas into art 

making, as well as music and theatrical production.
• Communicating with arts-related industries in authentic contexts, e.g. visiting 

a design studio, music studio for understanding the essential attributes 
necessary for running relevant businesses. 

Humanistic Qualities
• Recognising the aesthetic qualities and messages conveyed through 

appreciating arts works of different cultural contexts.

Examples of Developing the Key Emphases for the Ongoing Curriculum Renewal 
in the AE KLA


